OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 



( 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


September 24, 1974 


Mr. "Emory L. Brown, Jr. 
Box 82, Squankum Road 
Howell, Mew Jersey 07731 

Dear Mr . Brown : 


Reference is made to your letter dated ' 
September 17, 1974, relating to the comparison analysis 
of bullet fragments. It is pointed out that when bullet 
metals are analyzed in our Laboratory for the various 
elements they contain, they are not analyzed for the 
purpose of determining caliber, or manufacturer or 
inventory lot number. The lead fragments, for example, 
are compared to determine if they could have originat " 
from a common lead source or homogenous lead supply a 
the time of manufacture. 

The publication cited in my letter of April 2, 
1974, was to give you some appreciation of the many 
factors involved in an* analysis of bullet metal. 

Obviously the size and the degree of 
contamination of particulate matter available for 
comparisons relate to the quality and quantity of 
significant data obtainable from direct comparison 
examinations. The conclusion an examiner draws from a 
lead comparison depends on the specific data so obtained. 

Sincerely yours, 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 
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